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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 OUAGADOI1I2 25I559Z 
ACTION SNM-02 

INFO OCT-OI AF-08 10-13 ISO-00 DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 
JUSE-00 NSAE-00 TRSE-00 USIA-15 NSC-05 OES-06 
OMB-01 H-02 L-03 /063 W 

25I606Z 104203/50 

PR251449ZMAR77 
FM AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3548 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS OUAGADOUGOU 1112 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, UV 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON DECRIMINALIZATION OE MARIHUANA 

REE: STATE 057902 

1. UPPER VOLTA'S PENAL CODE (SECTIONS 52 TO 55) AND CODE OE PENAL 
PROCEDURE (SECTIONS 473 TO 477, AND 699 TO 718) CALL FOR THE 
PUNISHMENT OF PERSONS EOUND GUILTY OF POSSESSING OR TRAFEICKING IN 
MARIHUANA WITH IMPRISONMENT AND/OR FINES. NORMALLY, A USER 
POSSESSING A SMALL AMOUNT IS TO BE IMPRISONED EROM THREE TO SIX 
MONTHS, AND A TRAFEICKER IS TO BE IMPRISONED FROM ONE TO EIVE 
YEARS. FINES CAN RANGE EROM ABOUT ONE TO TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS. 

2. THE DRUG PROBLEM IN UPPER VOLTA IS MINIMAL: THERE ARE USUALLY 
NOT MORE MORE THAN TWO OR THREE ARRESTS PER YEAR, AND A FORMER 
POLICEMAN WHO WORKED ON DRUG PROBLEMS TOLD US THAT NO PRISON 
SENTENCES LONGER THAN SIX MONTHS HAVE BEEN HANDED OUT SINCE ABOUT 
1971. GRAHAM 
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